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¶ Gathering                Cover photograph by Ottmar Morett 
 

 

Sydwell  Grace, mercy and peace 

from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

All And also with you. 

 

 Words of welcome and introduction are said. 

 

 

Hymn 
Loved with everlasting love, 

led by grace that love to know; 

Spirit, breathing from above, 

you have taught me it is so. 

O what full and perfect peace, 

joy and wonder all divine! 

In a love which cannot cease 

I am his, and he is mine. 

 

Heaven above is softer blue, 

earth around is richer green; 

something lives in every hue, 

Christless eyes have never seen: 

songs of birds in sweetness grow, 

flowers with deeper beauties shine, 

since I know, as now I know, 

I am his and he is mine. 

 

His for ever, his alone! 

Who the Lord from me shall part? 

With what joy and peace unknown 

Christ can fill the loving heart! 

Heaven and earth may pass away, 

sun and stars in gloom decline, 

but of Christ I still shall say: 

I am his and he is mine. 
George Wade Robinson 

 The Collect 
Sydwell Lord God, 

your Son left the riches of heaven 

and became poor for our sake: 

when we prosper save us from pride, 

when we are needy save us from despair, 

that we may trust in you alone; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 

 

 

¶ Word and Prayer 
 

 

Genesis – the Grand Narrative: 

Reconciliation, Destiny 

and Knowing God 

Canon Nigel Ashworth 
 

 

 



The Reading from Genesis – Read by Trevor Bithell 
 

Genesis 32.3-31 
3 Jacob sent messengers before him to his brother Esau in the land of Seir, 

the country of Edom, 4 instructing them, ‘Thus you shall say to my lord 

Esau: Thus says your servant Jacob, “I have lived with Laban as an alien, 

and stayed until now; 5 and I have oxen, donkeys, flocks, male and female 

slaves; and I have sent to tell my lord, in order that I may find favour in your 

sight.”’ 

 
6 The messengers returned to Jacob, saying, ‘We came to your brother 

Esau, and he is coming to meet you, and four hundred men are with him.’ 
7 Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed; and he divided the people 

that were with him, and the flocks and herds and camels, into two 

companies, 8 thinking, ‘If Esau comes to one company and destroys it, then 

the company that is left will escape.’ 

 
9 And Jacob said, ‘O God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac, 

O Lord who said to me, “Return to your country and to your kindred, and I 

will do you good”, 10 I am not worthy of the least of all the steadfast love and 

all the faithfulness that you have shown to your servant, for with only my 

staff I crossed this Jordan; and now I have become two companies. 
11 Deliver me, please, from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau, 

for I am afraid of him; he may come and kill us all, the mothers with the 

children. 12 Yet you have said, “I will surely do you good, and make your 

offspring as the sand of the sea, which cannot be counted because of their 

number.”’ 

 
13 So he spent that night there, and from what he had with him he took a 

present for his brother Esau, 14 two hundred female goats and twenty male 

goats, two hundred ewes and twenty rams, 15 thirty milch camels and their 

colts, forty cows and ten bulls, twenty female donkeys and ten male 

donkeys. 16 These he delivered into the hand of his servants, each drove by 

itself, and said to his servants, ‘Pass on ahead of me, and put a space 

between drove and drove.’ 17 He instructed the foremost, ‘When Esau my 

brother meets you, and asks you, “To whom do you belong? Where are you 

going? And whose are these ahead of you?” 18 then you shall say, “They 

belong to your servant Jacob; they are a present sent to my lord Esau; and 

moreover he is behind us.”’ 

 



19 He likewise instructed the second and the third and all who followed the 

droves, ‘You shall say the same thing to Esau when you meet him, 20 and 

you shall say, “Moreover your servant Jacob is behind us.”’ For he thought, 

‘I may appease him with the present that goes ahead of me, and afterwards 

I shall see his face; perhaps he will accept me.’ 21 So the present passed on 

ahead of him; and he himself spent that night in the camp. 

 
22 The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his 

eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 He took them and 

sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that he had. 24 Jacob 

was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 25 When the 

man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip 

socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26 Then 

he said, ‘Let me go, for the day is breaking.’ But Jacob said, ‘I will not let 

you go, unless you bless me.’ 27 So he said to him, ‘What is your name?’ 

And he said, ‘Jacob.’ 28 Then the man said, ‘You shall no longer be called 

Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans, and have 

prevailed.’ 29 Then Jacob asked him, ‘Please tell me your name.’ But he 

said, ‘Why is it that you ask my name?’ And there he blessed him. 30 So 

Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, ‘For I have seen God face to face, 

and yet my life is preserved.’ 31 The sun rose upon him as he passed 

Penuel, limping because of his hip. 32 Therefore to this day the Israelites do 

not eat the thigh muscle that is on the hip socket, because he struck Jacob 

on the hip socket at the thigh muscle. 

 

Trevor This is the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Jacob becomes Israel 

Canon Nigel Ashworth 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gospel Reading read by Jennifer Frew 
 

Jennifer Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

All Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

John 5.19-24 
19 Jesus said, ‘Very truly, I tell you, the Son can do nothing on his own, but only 

what he sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, the Son does 

likewise. 
 

20 The Father loves the Son and shows him all that he himself is doing; and he will 

show him greater works than these, so that you will be astonished. 21 Indeed, just 

as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to 

whomsoever he wishes. 22 The Father judges no one but has given all judgement 

to the Son, 23 so that all may honour the Son just as they honour the Father. 

Anyone who does not honour the Son does not honour the Father who sent him. 
 

24 Very truly, I tell you, anyone who hears my word and believes him who sent me 

has eternal life, and does not come under judgement, but has passed from death 

to life. 
 

Jennifer This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

Reading the Gospel of John 
Canon Alma Servant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Anthem Choir of St Ann’s 
 

The choir have prepared the anthem ‘O nata lux’ by Thomas Tallis. 

The text is as follows: 

 

O nata lux de lumine, 

Jesu redemptor saeculi, 

dignare clemens supplicum 

laudes precesque sumere. 
 

Qui carne quondam contegi 

dignatus es pro perditis, 

nos membra confer effici 

tui beati corporis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

O Light born of Light, 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, 

with loving-kindness deign to receive 

our suppliant praise and prayer. 
 

You who once deigned to be clothed in flesh 

for the sake of the lost,  

grant us to be members  

of your blessed body. 



Responding in Prayer 
 

Prayers are led by the Revd Sydwell Isaac. The following response is used: 

 

Sydwell Jesus, Light of the World, 

All hear our prayer. 

 

 The prayers conclude with a collect. 

 

 

 The Lord’s Prayer 
 

All Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 The Peace 
 

 Nigel introduces the Peace and says 

 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All And also with you. 

 

 All are invited to share the peace together. 

 

 



¶ Ending 
 

Hymn 
O Jesus, I have promised 

to serve thee to the end; 

be thou for ever near me, 

my Master and my friend: 

I shall not fear the battle 

if thou art by my side, 

nor wander from the pathway 

if thou wilt be my guide. 

 

O let me hear thee speaking 

in accents clear and still, 

above the storms of passion, 

the murmurs of self-will; 

O speak to reassure me, 

to hasten or control; 

O speak, and make me listen, 

thou guardian of my soul. 

 

O let me see thy foot-marks, 

and in them plant mine own; 

my hope to follow duly 

is in thy strength alone: 

O guide me, call me, draw me, 

uphold me to the end; 

and then in heaven receive me, 

my Saviour and my Friend. 
J E Bode 

 

 

 The Blessing 
 

Sydwell The love of the Lord Jesus 

draw you to himself, 

the power of the Lord Jesus 

strengthen you in his service, 

and the joy of the Lord Jesus 

fill your hearts; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son 

and the Holy Spirit, 

be amongst you and remain with you always. 

All Amen. 

 

 

 Voluntary 
  

 

 Please come back after the music to greet other 

 worshippers. 


