
 

The Promise and the Gift 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Celebration 



¶ Gathering                Cover photograph by Ottmar Morett 
 

 

Nigel  Grace, mercy and peace 

from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

All And also with you. 

 

 Words of welcome and introduction are said. 

 

 

Hymn 
Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,  

whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy,  

be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,  

your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 

 

Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,  

your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace,  

be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,  

your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 

 

Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,  

whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm,  

be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,  

your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 
Jan Struther 

 

 

Genesis – the grand narrative 
Canon Nigel Ashworth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



¶ Word and Prayer 
 

 

The Reading from Genesis – read by Liz Agbettoh 
 

Genesis 21.8-21 
8 The child Isaac grew, and was weaned; and Abraham made a great feast on the day 

that Isaac was weaned. 9 But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had 

borne to Abraham, playing with her son Isaac. 10 So she said to Abraham, ‘Cast out this 

slave woman with her son; for the son of this slave woman shall not inherit along with 

my son Isaac.’ 11 The matter was very distressing to Abraham on account of his son. 
12 But God said to Abraham, ‘Do not be distressed because of the boy and because of 

your slave woman; whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for it is through 

Isaac that offspring shall be named after you. 13 As for the son of the slave woman, I will 

make a nation of him also, because he is your offspring.’ 
 

14 So Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and a skin of water, and gave it 

to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And she 

departed, and wandered about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba. 

 
15 When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one of the bushes. 
16 Then she went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a 

bowshot; for she said, ‘Do not let me look on the death of the child.’ And as she sat 

opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept. 

 

 

Hagar and her son Ishmael: 

danger and vulnerability 
Canon Nigel Ashworth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



17 And God heard the voice of the boy; and the 

angel of God called to Hagar from heaven, and 

said to her, ‘What troubles you, Hagar? Do not 

be afraid; for God has heard the voice of the 

boy where he is. 18 Come, lift up the boy and 

hold him fast with your hand, for I will make a 

great nation of him.’ 19 Then God opened her 

eyes, and she saw a well of water. She went, 

and filled the skin with water, and gave the boy 

a drink. 

 
20 God was with the boy, and he grew up; he 

lived in the wilderness, and became an expert 

with the bow. 21 He lived in the wilderness of 

Paran; and his mother got a wife for him from 

the land of Egypt. 

 

Liz This is the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Hagar and her son Ishmael: 

what kind of future? 
Canon Nigel Ashworth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gospel Reading read by Andrew Kyle 
 

Andrew Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

All Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Luke 13.10-17 
10 Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. 11 And just then there 

appeared a woman with a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen years. She was bent 

over and was quite unable to stand up straight. 

 
12 When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said, ‘Woman, you are set free from 

your ailment.’ 13 When he laid his hands on her, immediately she stood up straight and 

began praising God. 14 But the leader of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had 

cured on the sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, ‘There are six days on which work 

ought to be done; come on those days and be cured, and not on the sabbath day.’ 

 
15 But the Lord answered him and said, ‘You hypocrites! Does not each of you on the 

sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the manger, and lead it away to give it water? 
16 And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen 

long years, be set free from this bondage on the sabbath day?’ 17 When he said this, all 

his opponents were put to shame; and the entire crowd was rejoicing at all the 

wonderful things that he was doing. 
 

Andrew This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

The Promise and the Gift 
Canon Nigel Ashworth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Apostles’ Creed 
 

All I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, 

his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge 
 

the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

 

Anthem Choir of St Ann’s 
 

The choir have prepared Benjamin Britten’s ‘Jubilate’ (Psalm 100). 

 

O be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands: 

serve the Lord with gladness, 

and come before his presence with a song. 

 

Be ye sure that the Lord he is God: 

it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; 

we are his children and the sheep of his pasture. 

 

O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving, 

and into his courts with praise; 

be thankful unto him and speak good of his name. 



Responding in Faith and Love 
 

The following ‘Kyrie’ form of prayer is said 

 

Nigel We give thanks for the message of hope 

that comes even in times of trouble or despair. 
 

 Let us seek the Lord, acknowledging our sins 

and turn to him in faith and love: 

 

Nigel Lord God you are Father of the fatherless 

and friend of the poor: 

Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 

 

Nigel You have sought us out and called us by name: 

 Christ, have mercy. 

All Christ, have mercy. 

 

Nigel Your Son came to redeem us 

and restore those who were lost: 

Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 

 

Nigel The Lord have mercy on you, 

forgive you your sins, 

heal you by his Spirit, 

and bring you to everlasting life 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayers of Intercession and Collect for Today 
 

 Prayers of intercession are said for the needs of the world, 

for the Church and for ourselves. 

The prayers conclude with the Collect. 
 

Nigel  God of truth, 

help us to keep your law of love 

and to walk in ways of wisdom, 

that we may find true life 

in Jesus Christ your Son. 

All Amen. 

 

 

 The Lord’s Prayer 
 

All Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 The Peace 
 

 Nigel introduces the Peace and says 
 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All And also with you. 
 

 All are invited to share the peace together. 



¶ Ending 
 

Hymn 
O worship the King all glorious above; 

O gratefully sing his power and his love; 

our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 

pavilioned in splendour and girded with praise. 

 

O tell of his might, O sing of his grace, 

whose robe is the light, whose canopy space; 

his chariots of wrath the deep thunder clouds form, 

and dark is his path on the wings of the storm. 

 

Thy bountiful care what tongue can recite? 

It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 

it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 

and sweetly distils in the dew and the rain. 

 

Frail children of dust and feeble as frail, 

in thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail; 

thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end! 

Our maker, defender, Redeemer, and friend. 

 

O measureless might, ineffable love, 

while angels delight to hymn thee above, 

thy humbler creation, though feeble their lays, 

with true adoration shall sing to thy praise. 
Robert Grant    Psalm 104 

 

 

 The Blessing 
 

Nigel The peace of God 

which passes all understanding 

keep you hearts and minds 

in the knowledge and love of God 

and of his Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

be amongst you 

and remain with you always. 

All Amen. 

 

 

 Voluntary 
 The service concludes with a voluntary played 

 by Simon Passmore. 

 

 Please come back after the music to greet other 

 worshippers. 


